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Not only that this bakery has been serving

people whose names are engraved deeply in our history
Thus has become a repository of the life styles of
those big names | but also it has seen and survived

horrid historical events .
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Lord Aitchison , Lady Willington | Mr. Morris (a police
surgeon )Mr.Nivellette (DIG Punjab Police ) Mr.and Mrs.
Phailbus, Lala Dhani Ram | Nariman JI,Dara JI,Ghulam
Ahmad, Mirza Tahir, Nawab of Junagarh | Mumtaz
Daultana, Fateh Sher Langaryal , Feroze Khan Noon |
Raja Ghazanfar Ali, Jawahar Lal Nehru ,Bakht Hussain
all have benefited from the delicious treats
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The Llassic Cakes

Wandering in Anarkali, SHEHLA ARIF was struck by the mouth-watering tastes offered by a
modest Bakery that claims to be the pioneer of baking in the Sub-Continent

thus has become a re-
pository of the life styles
of those big names, but
also it has seen and sur-
vived horrid historical
events.

Liord Aitchison, Lady
Willington, ‘Mr. Morris
(a police surgeon), Mr.
Nivellette (DIG Punjab
Police), Mr. and Mrs. .
Phailbus, Lala Dhani
Ram, Nariman JI, Dara
JI, Ghulam Ahmad,
Mirza Tahir, Nawab of
Junagarh,  Mumtaz
‘Daultamna, Fateh Sher
Langaryal, Feroze Khan
Noon, Raja Ghazanfar’
Ali, Jawahar Lal Nehru
all have ben-
efited from the
delicious treats
this bakery has
always to offer.
“Those were
really good
times” - says
Syed Mohkam
Bakht, grand-
son ‘of Syed
Mohkamud
‘ Din. “Bakery is
_ apart of British
culture. A
pastry over a
cup of tea as
breakfast will
do for the rul-

the busy streets of
arkali, bustling with
1 immense activity, a few

yards ahead of Neela Gumbad,
surrounded by various garments
. shops, there stands, and quite
proudly S0, SYED
MOHKAMUD DIN & SONS.
“Tis a bakery. 117 years old. The
owners claim that they are the
pioneers of Art of Bakery in the
sub-continent.
~ We set ourselves to the taste
of investigating the truth con-
tained in this statement. And the
results? :
In 1879, Syed Mohkamud Din
in an urge to utilise the knowl-
edge and skill imparted to him'
by Lady Willington, enacted pre-
mises,on a small
piece of land in
Anarkali (The @
land was being |
distributed free |
at that time).
Who knew that | §
later those pre- '
mises were to be- |
‘come a living !
monument of |
history.
Not only that |-
this bakery has ||
been serving
people whose
names are en-
graved deeply in_
our history and -

Syed Kush Bakht Hussain

ing elite, but not to the man on
street who gets terribly con-
sumed by the all day long physi-
cal hard work. He necessarily
needs a Kulcha and Nihari.
“adds his younger brother Syed
Shajar Naqvi.

Some special assignments
which they remember with great
zeal are a complimentary cake
they presented to Mr. Bhutto
when he was.the Foreign Minis-
ter. And a few years later,
Zulfigar Ali Bhutto ordered them
a 200 Ibs: ¢cake for' Pinki
(Benazir’s) birthday. Of course,
how could they forget 7 storied
300 Ib cake which their.father

visited Pakistan. And

arch with eatables i1
Shalamar Garden is a
worth
event. 4

Mohammad Shafee,
the manager of the bak-
ery who works here for
the last 54 years recalls
the time when Allama
Igbal and Syed

KAMUODIN e
Kégm&:%m £
& CONFECTIONERS OF

sit outside the shop on a
“charpai’. - Dr
Mohammad

Maulana Zafar Ali Khar

made in 1949, when Shah Iran .

also the decoration of an |

remembering

Mohkamud Din used to ...

A: lobk that rocks the thousand hearts— a

a J 4 > 73 L
wedding cane

also used to be around off and
on.“Several students of Govern-
ment College used first to say sa-
laam to Mohkam Sb. And then :
to go to their college.” Declares
Mohd. Shafee with much awe for
his late employer.

Probably, it was the closeness
with Hakim-ul-Ummat. that led
Mohkamud Din to play a very
humanist role in the era of parti-
tion and the subsequent riots.
His was the only Muslim shop
among several Hindu shops.
When Lahore Railway Station re-
ceived trains filled with muti-
lated and humiljated dead bod-
ies of Muslims, the LLahore-based
Hindus (who had not done any-

.
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